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STGCSA Handicap Policy

Over the last several years the tournament committee and the STGCSA Board of Directors have discussed how to make our events as equitable as possible.  Within that discussion we have determined that many of our members do not maintain USGA handicap indexes and that some estimates are inaccurate.  Handicaps that are either too low or too high make creating equitable teams a gamble at best.  The Tournament Committee and STGCSA Board of Directors have approved a new handicap formula to be implemented in July 2009.  

A verifiable USGA handicap index will be used where provided by the member.   The Tournament Chairman will compute a handicap index for all members who do not provide a verifiable USGA handicap index using the formula below.
The STGCSA Tournament Chairman will maintain a record of all individual scores posted by STGCSA members.  

The member handicap indexes will be computed by subtracting 3 strokes from the members’ average score minus the average course rating.  A sample is provided below.
A minimum of 3 scores will be used.  Once we have recorded 6 scores the best 5 scores will be used until 10 scores are recorded.  After 10 scores are recorded the top 50% of recorded scores will be used.  Scores over 3 years old will be discarded.
A member may at any time claim a lower handicap index than that provided.  To claim a handicap index greater than that provided, the member must provide a verifiable USGA handicap index.  Circumstances of extended illness or injury will supersede this policy on an individual basis.
Example 1:

Ima Member’s last 5 scores are:  86, 83, 79, 95, 81, average = 84.8.

The average course rating for the tees and courses played is 72.1.

The handicap index for this member is 84.8 – 3 – 72.1 = 9.7.

Example 2:

Ima Member’s last 6 scores are:  86, 83, 79, 95, 81, 87; top 5 average = 83.2.

The average course rating for the top 5 tees and courses played is 71.3.

The new handicap index for this member is 83.2 – 3 – 71.3 = 8.9.

